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James has ever been as popular in English society
as the present holder of the post. Count Bencken-
dorff had in King Edward a very dear friend, and
Madame FAmbassadrice and her charming daughter
were, and are, favourites in the Royal circle.
The gratifying relations which exist between the
two Governments are directly traceable to King
Edward and the diplomatic representative of
Russia at our Court. That Count Benckendorff
may long continue to hold the position in London
which he has filled with so much success, and with
such conspicuous advantage to the two countries,
is the earnest hope of all who recognise the vital
necessity of a close and permanent friendship
between Russia and Great Britain.
Having, in rather forcible terms, lectured King
Edward for daring to be at Biarritz at a moment
when, to the national regret, it had become
necessary to reconstruct the Cabinet, the ** Times*"
in May 1908, allowed some one to bestow his
polite attentions on the then Heir-Apparent, who>
according to the correspondent (" One of the
Crowd ")9 was responsible for the suppression of
the speeches at the Royal Academy dinner. What
is the reason, asked the writer of the letter, for Hie
omission of the speeches on iViday evening f
And he replied:
Not, certainly, the wishes of the Acadernkssmes,
who are well aware of the importance wiidk tibe
speeches at the banquet have each year acbfed to
their exhibition. It is said, cm what sewfi to fefc
good authority, that the suppression of the speeobes